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GEOREVIEW

What can long-term data contribute to the “Land-sharing versus Land
Sparing” debate?
Lindsey GillsonPlant Conservation Unit, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cape Town, South Africa,Lindsey.Gillson@uct.ac.za
Global environmental challenges can only be addressed by multifaceted approaches thatintegrate biodiversity conservation with sustainability targets. While only 12% of the landsurface is in protected areas, 40% is used for food production; the latter areas are thereforecritical in managing environmental change in the Anthropocene. Proponents of land-sparingsuggest that food production should be concentrated into as small an area as possible, usingintensive methods, thereby freeing up land for biodiversity conservation. Land-sharingsuggests that wildlife friendly farming is better for both biodiversity and sustainability. Bylooking at long-term trends in the management of agricultural systems, we can assess therole of traditionally managed cultural landscapes in biodiversity conservation, and theirpotential contribution to sustainability and managing global change.


